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Planetary Health
How do we want to shape our future?
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Crisis = Threat AND Opportunity

"Climate change is the

biggest global health

threat of the 21st

century.”

The Lancet 2009

"Tackling climate change
could be the greatest
global health opportunity
of the 21st century.”

The Lancet 2015

Source: www.thelancet.com/climate-and-health
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Common roots
- Common (win-win) solutions
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WBGU

Planetary Health

1. Our lifestyle is making us ill and is destroying the planet.

2. Healthy people can only exist on a healthy planet.
3. We must initiate a civilizational transformation for planetary health.

Why should |
care about
biodiversity?

Why should |
care about
climate stability?

Healthy relationship
between
humans and Nature

" By Frits Ahlefeldt

Cartoon sources: https://fritsahlefeldt.com, www.schlorian.ch/cartoon-der-woche-2019/ (bubble translated)
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Problems can never be
solved with the same

mindset
that created them.

Albert Einstein (1879-19355)



Great Transformation WBGU

Flagship Report

World in Transition T H E 6 R EAT
Sustainabilty TRANSFORMATION

CLIMATE — CAN WE BEAT THE HEAT?

Source: WBGU, https://www.wbgu.de/en/publications/publication/world-in-transition-a-social-contract-for-sustainability
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Source: WBGU report “World in Transition” 2011, fig. 3.4.1, from Grin, Rotmans & Schot 2010, based on Geels & Schot 2010
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www.klimawandel-gesundheit.de
https://healthforfuture.de/

X

Charité Berlin, Climate strike, 20 Sept 2019. Source: Dominik Butz
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http://www.klimawandel-gesundheit.de/
https://healthforfuture.de/
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WHO MANIFESTO

Prescriptions and Actionables for

a Healthy and Green Recovery
FROM COVID-19

World Health
Organization

https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/who-manifesto-for-a-healthy-recovery-from-covid-19



https://www.unep.org/resources/making-peace-nature

UN®

environment
programme

with Nature

A scientific blueprint to tackle
the climate, biodiversity and
pollution emergencies

Making Peace ,;
W

Key Messages and Executive Summary

Given the interconnected
nature of climate change,
loss of biodiversity, land
degradation, and air and
water pollution, it is essential
that these problems are
tackled together.

Human well-being, now and
in the future, depends on a
healthy planet.

Transforming humankind’s
relationship with nature is
the key to a sustainable
future.
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Source: WBGU report “World in Transition” 2011, fig. 3.4.1, from Grin, Rotmans & Schot 2010, based on Geels & Schot 2010



Planetary Health:

WBGU

German Advisory Council on Global Change

What we need to talk about

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us how vulnerable we are and how closely connected we are with
Nature. Health cannot be taken for granted. Do we take the prerequisites for healthy living seriously
enough? Or are we, as a civilization, systematically jeopardizing our health?

Healthy people as part of a healthy planet Earth

In recent decades, as prosperity has increased, human health
has improved worldwide; yet not everyone has benefited.
In poorer population groups, infectious diseases and ma-
ternal and child mortality still cause a great deal of avoida-
ble suffering. Increasingly, however, the gains in prosperity
are themselves having a negative impact on health: on the
one hand as ‘too much of a good thing’ through the over-
consumption of food and the displacement of physical acti-
vity from everyday life, on the other as harmful side effects
in the form of air pollution and environmental toxins. As a
result, lifestyle diseases such as overweight, diabetes, cardio-
vascular and respiratory diseases are on the rise worldwide.

Last but not least, our resource-intensive way of life, with its
i i of g h gases, the destruction of
natural habitats and increasing pollution of land and sea, has led

toa planetary crisis. It threatens the natural life-support systems
on Earth and thus the health of all people. Heat waves, disas-
trous floods and pandemics drastically demonstrate to us that
our society is dependent on functioning ecosystems and a sta-
ble climate. The planetary crisis could furthermore threaten the
cohesion of our societies and overburden healthcare systems.

But the crisis also gives us an opportunity to rethink our
idea of prosperity and progress, to break habits and make our
societies fairer, more sustainable and healthier. Because the
increasing | and health probl often have
common roots, synergies can be found in approaches to sol-
ving them. We are at a crossroads. Society, business and poli-
tics must assume responsibility and initiate a comprehensive
transformation that leads to healthy human life on a healthy
planet.

The WBGU is currently working on the interconnections between health and global
environmental change and would like to put forward three assertions and ten sets of

questions for discussion.

1 Our lifestyle is making us ill and is destroying the planet.
2 Healthy people can only exist on a healthy planet.
3 We must initiate a civilizational transformation for planetary health.
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Ansehen auf (£ YouTube

www.wbgu.de/discussionpaper-health

- FYI: German launch: 2 Feb 2022, 3pm




Additional information WBC’U

> WBGU discussion paper on Planetary Health:
www.wbgu.de/en/publications/publication/discussionpaper-health

> WBGU newsletter registration to keep up to date:
https://www.wbgu.de/en/service/newsletter-registration

> Press contact, comments and suggestions to: Benno Pilardeaux
bpilardeaux@wbgu.de

> Slides licence (free to use with attribution and indicated changes):
CC BY-SA 4.0; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

> Further talks and resources by Sabine Gabrysch:
www.pik-potsdam.de/members/gabrysch




